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George Washington was born in a wealthy family in the city of West-
moreland in Virginia on February 22, 1732. Little is known about the
first sixteen years of his life. Until then he had read little. Later, he
was appointed manager of some estate. While on this job, he gave proof%
of his intelligence and courage so much so that, at twenty-three, he was
appointed Commander-in-Chief of the Virginian army.
At this time North America was under British rule, and quarrels
were going on between England and the American people. The people
in America did not like certain taxes imposed on them by England. There
were other matters also that troubled the Americans. Consequently, the
feelings between the people of America and those of England ran high and
resulted in war. The English armies were trained and well equipped,
while the Americans were simple, rustic folk. They were not conversant
with the use of arms. They were not accustomed to working in the discip-
lined manner of an army and suffering hardships. Washington was
called upon to control such men and exact work from them, so that Ame-
rica could become independent and free from the British yoke. The people
made him Commander-in-Chief. Washington protested: "I do not
deserve this honour, but since you are pleased to appoint me to the post,
I accept it in an honorary capacity with a view to serving the people."
This was no mere formal sentiment, for he sincerely believed that he
was not sufficiently capable and wrote in similar terms to his personal
friends. But once the responsibility was entrusted to him, he braved all
dangers, worked day and night, and so impressed the people that they
began to act upon his word even before it was spoken and faced
any danger they were asked to. The result was that the English armies
were defeated, and America became independent. And once the task was
accomplished, Washington relinquished his post. But the people had found
in him a gem which they would not part with. So, when the American
Republic was founded in 1787, George Washington was elected its first
President. Even when he assumed this high office, he never thought of
using it to gain selfish ends. At the end of a war, it always happens
that false patriots come forward to fill their pockets. But all such people
had to live in awe of Washington. In 1792-31 Washington was elected
President for a second time. During his term of office, he showed the
same courage and bravery that he had displayed in war in introducing
land reforms, in keeping the people united and in enhancing ,the
country's reputation. A writer has said : " Washington was first in war,
as well as first in peace, and occupied the first place in the hearts of
his countrymen! " When he was pressed to accept the Presidency for
a third term, he refused the offer and went to live on his estate.
This heroic person died of a sudden illness on December 14, 1799.
He was very tall; his height, it is said, was six feet three inches. No one
in his time had such massive arms. He was always humble and kind. The
high position to which America has risen today is due to his patriotism.
1 The original has 1892-3, obviously an error.